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Abstract	
	
CALL	(Computer‐Assisted	Language	Learning),	considered	to	be	a	young	branch	of	
applied	linguistics	with	dynamic	characteristics,	has	developed	more	than	50	years	and	
programs	about	CALL,	such	as	drill	and	testing	have	appeared	since	1950s	in	the	United	
States.	While	it	was	not	until	1980s	that	CALL	appeared	in	China,	CALL	has	gradually	come	
to	 develop	 quickly	 in	 the	 past	 30	 years.	 Lots	 of	 researchers	 have	 explored	 the	
characteristics	 of	 CALL	 in	 China	 in	 the	 past	 few	 years.	 The	 research	 areas	 are	mainly	
focused	on	the	theories	about	CALL;	teachers’	roles	or	attitude	toward	CALL;	students’	
attitude	 toward	 CALL;	 language	 testing	 based	 on	 CALL;	 technology	 or	 software	 about	
CALL	etc.	
This	paper	attempts	to	analyze	the	development	trend	of	CALL	in	China	based	on	
120	articles	selected	from	CNKI	(China	National	Knowledge	Infrastructure)	from	2010	to	
2016.	Adopting	the	statistical	analysis	method	and	literature	review,	this	paper	aims	to	
investigate	the	development	tendency	of	CALL	in	China,	make	conclusions	about	the	hot	
spots	of	CALL	in	recent	years	based	on	the	high‐frequency	keywords	of	the	120	articles,	
and	find	out	some	advantages	or	disadvantages	about	CALL	in	China.	Finally,	suggestions	
will	be	made	for	the	problems	of	CALL	in	China.	
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1	Introduction	
	
With	 the	 development	 of	 technology,	 computer	 gradually	 plays	 a	 key	 role	 in	
language	education.	CALL	(Computer‐Assisted	Language	Learning)	is	considered	to	be	a	
young	 branch	 of	 applied	 linguistics	 according	 to	 Ken	 Beatty	 (2003:	 2).	 The	 following	
analysis	about	CALL	by	Ken	(2003:	1)	is	noteworthy:	
											CALL	is	a	subject	tied	tightly	to	other	areas	of	study	within	applied	linguistics	such	
as	autonomy	and	other	branches	of	knowledge	such	as	computer	 science.	 In	 the	
worst	cases,	CALL	is	seen	as	little	more	than	a	tool	mimicking	a	textbook,	a	learner’s	
peer	or	a	teacher.		
	
Besides,	other	researchers	also	proposed	their	opinions	about	CALL.	According	to	
Ken	(2003),	“	A	definition	of	CALL	that	accommodates	its	changing	nature	is	any	process	
in	which	a	learner	uses	a	computer	and,	as	a	result,	improves	his	or	her	language	”	(p.7).	
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Moreover,	CALL	means	 “	 learners	 learning	 language	 in	any	context	with,	 through,	 and	
around	computer	technologies	”	(see	Joy	L.	Egbert	2008:4).	Additionally,	CALL	is	defined	
as	“	 the	search	for	and	study	of	applications	of	the	computer	 in	 language	teaching	and	
learning	”	(Levy	1997:1).		
	
CALL	programs	about	drill	and	 testing	have	appeared	since	1950s	 in	 the	United	
States.	It	has	developed	over	50	years	and	the	development	can	be	categorized	in	terms	
of	 three	distinct	 steps:	behavioristic	CALL,	 communicative	CALL,	and	 integrative	CALL	
(Warschauer	&	Healey,	1998).	CALL	did	not	appear	 in	China	until	1980s.	Although	the	
history	of	CALL	is	brief	in	China,	it	has	developed	quickly	in	the	past	30	years	since	there	
has	been	a	large	demand	for	the	flexible	modle.	The	development	of	CALL	can	be	roughly	
classified	 into	three	stages	 in	China	(Cao	Chao,	2009):	audio‐visual	stage	(1979‐1993),	
computer‐aided	stage	(1994‐1999),	and	integration	of	multimedia	network	stage	(2000‐
2008).	
	
	
2	Literature	review   
	
Researchers	in	China	have	explored	the	development	of	CALL	in	the	past	few	years.	
Tan	Yanling	&	Yan	Hua	(2007)	presented	an	overview	of	CALL	in	China	based	on	papers	
published	in	the	ten	influential	foreign	language	journals	from	1997	to	2006	and	made	
conclusions	about	features	and	tendencies	of	CALL	in	China.		
	
Na	Min	(2008)	also	gave	a	statistical	analysis	and	literature	review	about	CALL	in	
China	 based	 on	 papers	 published	 in	 8	major	 linguistics	 journals	 in	 the	 past	 12	 years	
(1995‐2006)	and	finally	the	future	development	trend	of	CALL	was	predicted.		
	
Cao	Chao	(2009)	also	concluded	the	development	of	CALL	in	the	past	30	years	since	
the	reform	and	opening‐up	of	China.		
	
Liu	Hong	&	Zhao	Miaomiao	(2012)	investigated	and	analyzed	the	hot	spots	of	CALL	
in	China	with	 the	keywords	 frequency	analysis	based	on	papers	published	 in	 journals	
from	2008	to	2011	at	home	and	abroad.	
	
In	addition,	Yang	Chunhong	(2014)	also	analyzed	the	biblimetric	characteristics	of	
the	papers	based	on	CAFLE	(Computer‐assisted	Foreign	Language	Education)	from	2009	
to	2013	and	found	out	both	the	characteristics	and	developing	rules	of	CALL	in	China.		
	
Furthermore,	Zheng	Chunping	(2015)	has	examined	research	trends	of	CALL	based	
on	 articles	 published	 by	 5	 international	 CALL	 journals	 from	 2010	 to	 2014	with	word	
frequency	analysis	method	and	found	out	that	there	were	eight	research	hot	topics	in	the	
field	of	CALL.		
	
Based	on	 the	above	studies	of	CALL	 in	China,	 this	paper	attempts	to	analyze	 the	
development	 trend	 of	 CALL	 in	 China	 by	 researching	 120	 articles	 from	 CNKI	 (China	
National	Knowledge	Infrastructure)	from	2010	to	2016.		
	
	
3	Data	collection	and	methodology	
	
This	paper	adopts	both	quantitative	and	qualitative	studies	of	CALL	in	China,	aiming	
at	 investigating	 the	 development	 tendency	 of	 CALL	 in	 China.	All	 the	 data	 are	 selected	
based	on	CNKI	focusing	on	papers	from	2010	to	2016.	
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       Figure	1.	Total	numbers	of	papers	from	1985	to	2016	
  
											Table	1.Total	numbers	of	papers	
Year	 2016	 2015	 2014	 2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005	
Num
ber	 2	 13	 12	 19	 19	 25	 30	 24	 23	 23	 15	 9	
	
2004	 2003	 2002	 2001	 2000	 1999	 1997	 1995	 1992	 1989	 1988	 1986	 1985	 Total	
18	 10	 12	 7	 1	 3	 2	 2	 1	 2	 1	 2	 1	 276	
 
	
Firstly,	“call”	was	considered	as	the	key	word	to	be	searched	based	on	CNKI.	And	
numbers	of	papers	published	in	journals	are	276	in	total	from	1985	to	2016.	It	is	obvious	
that	 the	 number	 of	 papers	 increases	 gradually	 from	 1985	 to	 2000.	 Furthermore,	 it	
increases	rapidly	from	2000	to	2010	and	the	number	of	papers	in	2010	reaches	30,	the	
most	in	recent	years.	However,	it	declines	steeply	from	2010	to	2016.		
	
In	addition	to	this,	computer	has	been	widespread	in	China	since	the	 late	1990s.	
According	to	Sun	Fenglan	&	Hu	Jiasheng	(2014),		carrying	out	College	English	Teaching	
Reform	by	utilizing	computer	technology	has	been	advocated	in	China	since	1999	(p.53).	
Moreover,	 in	2001,	Ministry	of	Education	of	 the	People’s	Republic	of	China	stated	that	
teaching	 method	must	 be	 adjusted	 to	 the	 standard	 of	 the	 technological	 development	
aiming	 at	 cultivating	 talents.	 Also,	 universities	 should	 strengthen	 the	 construction	 of	
digitalization	of	educational	resources,	such	as	campus	network,	electronic	libraries,	and	
multimedia	etc	for	college	teachers	and	students	to	utilize	information	technology.	As	for	
the	 compulsory	 courses	 regulated	 by	 national	 key	 universities,	 class	 hours	 by	 using	
multimedia	should	occupy	more	than	30%.	In	contrast,	other	universities	should	take	up	
more	than	15%.	Therefore,	it	is	clear	that	2000	is	the	turning	point	of	the	development	of	
CALL	in	China.	With	the	popularity	of	computer	technology	and	the	connection	between	
computer	and	education,	researches	on	CALL	have	increased	rapidly	since	2000.		
	
This	paper	mainly	focuses	on	120	papers	published	from	2010	to	2016,	aiming	at	
analyzing	the	research	hot	spots	about	CALL	in	recent	China,	exploring	the	development	
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trend	of	CALL	in	China	and	making	suggestions	based	on	problems	of	CALL.	Furthermore,	
the	 actual	 number	 of	 papers	 from	 2010	 to	 2016	 is	 117	 except	 two	 papers	 about	
conferences	and	one	repetitive	paper.		
	
	
4	Data	analysis	
	
4.1	Research	content	analysis	
	
In	order	to	find	out	the	hot	spots	about	CALL	in	recent	years,	the	author	collected	
and	classified	all	the	key	words	based	on	117	papers	making	use	of	the	excel	table.	
 
    Table	2.	Keywords	based	on	papers	from	2010	to	2016	
Nu
m
be
r	
Keywords	 2010	
201
1	
201
2	
201
3	
201
4	
201
5	 2016	 Total	
1	 CALL	 20	 14	 14	 10	 5	 14	 2	 79	
2	 pronunciation	 1	 4	 2	 5	 2	 2	 0	 16	
3	 College	English	 3	 5	 1	 1	 2	 0	 0	 12	
4	 autonomy	 4	 2	 1	 0	 1	 2	 1	 11	
5	 mandarin	proficiency	test	 1	 2	 2	 2	 0	 0	 0	 7	
6	 theory	 3	 2	 2	 0	 0	 0	 0	 7	
7	 English	listening	 2	 1	 1	 0	 1	 1	 0	 6	
8	 MALL	 0	 0	 0	 3	 2	 0	 0	 5	
9	 tone	evaluation	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 3	 0	 4	
10	 learning	strategy	 0	 0	 0	 0	 3	 1	 0	 4	
11	 teachers’	roles	 4	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 4	
	
	
Apparently,	“CALL”	is	the	top	keyword.	Besides,	researches	about	“pronunciation”	
mainly	 focus	 on	 “mispronunciation	 detection”	 which	 reaches	 the	 most	 in	 2013	 and	
declines	 in	 recent	 years.	 It	 is	 clear	 that	 “college	 English”	 is	 also	 one	 of	 the	 hot	 spots;	
however,	 the	 number	 of	 it	 has	 begun	 to	 decline	 since	 2012.	 Furthermore,	 researches	
about	“autonomous	learning	”	develop	not	so	well	based	on	above	numbers.	Moreover,	
the	 author	 found	out	 that	 researchers	have	 gradually	 come	 to	do	 some	 researches	on	
“MALL	(Mobile	Assisted	Language	Learning)”,	“tone	evaluation”,	and	“learning	strategy”	
since	2013.	While,	 topics	about	“theory”	of	CALL	and	“teachers’	 role”	decline	 in	recent	
years.	Additionally,	the	author	also	found	out	that	researches	about	“English	listening”	are	
much	more	than	“writing”	,	“speaking”	or	“vocabulary”.		
	
Based	on	the	collected	papers,	we	can	also	find	out	that	researches	on	CALL	in	China	
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are	widespread,	such	as	researches	on	the	relations	between	second	language	acquisition	
and	CALL,	college	English	interactive	teaching	mode,	problems	and	strategies	about	CALL	
in	China,	summary	of	literature	review	about	CALL	at	home	and	abroad,	students’	attitude	
toward	CALL,	and	strategies	about	teaching	and	learning.	In	addition,	synchronous	video‐
based	interaction	and	collaborative	teaching	have	been	introduced,	which	has	provided	
an	authentic	cross‐national	environment	for	language	learners.		
	
	
4.2	Research	methodology	analysis	
	
The	author	classified	the	research	methodology	based	on	117	papers	and	found	out	
that	there	are	totally	20	empirical	studies	about	CALL.		
	
   Table	3.	Empirical	study	from	2010	to	2016	
Author	 Research	period	
Level	
Subjects	 Methodology	 Findings	
Qian	Yubin	
(2016)	 9	weeks	
31	postgraduates	
(non‐English	
majors	)	
Interview	
Test	
1Learners’	vocabulary	
knowledge	in	spelling,	
meaning,	and	usage	has	
been	greatly	improved.	
2	Learners	could	manage	
their	learning	process	more	
actively.	
Zheng	
Chunping,	Lu	
Zhihong	&	
Lian	Jingjing	
(2016)	
	
21Chinese	learners	
from	Dartmouth	
College	
Questionnaire		
Interview	
The	result	indicated	that	
this	program	is	beneficial	
for	learners	to	improve	
their	language	
performance.	
He	Bi,	Liu	Lei	
&	Chen	Ting	
(2015)	
18	weeks	 Freshmen	of	English	majors	
Questionnaire	
Test	
1	Results	revealed	that	
students’	pronunciation	
level	has	been	improved.	
2	Autonomous	learning	of	
the	students	also	has	been	
greatly	improved	under	the	
CALL	Verbo‐tonal	system.	
Yan	Xiu	
&	Wang	
Honghua	
(2015)	
	
270	college	
students	from	Hong	
Kong	
Questionnaire	
Grades	of	the	
Chinese	course	
1	It	was	found	that	the	
usage	of	software,	
Putonghua	learning	
motivation,	and	course	
grades	were	correlated	
with	each	other.	
2	Putonghua	learning	
motivation	consisted	of	
“liking	of	Putonghua	
learning”	and	“effort	in	
putonghua	learning”.	
Wang	
Mengmeng	&	
Zhang	Hai	
(2015)	
	
601	fourth	year	
undergraduate	
students	majoring	
in	Spanish	
Questionnaire	
1	The	result	indicated	that	
metacognitive	strategies	
play	an	important	role	in	
learning	strategies.	
2	It	also	indicated	that	the	
application	of	statistical	
software	of	CALL	is	
considered	as	the	catalyst	
during	the	development	of	
language	education.	
Cao	Wen,	Hu	
Zengning,	Li	
Hui	&	Xu	Xin	
(2015)	
3	years	
1Primary	English	
teachers	and	middle	
school	English	
teachers	who	
attended	the	
training	courses	in	
Beijing	
2. 42	teachers	from	
Guangdong,	
Literature	
review	
Questionnaire	
Case	study	
Seminar	
Interview	
Recording	
It	explored	the	current	
situation	of	computer‐
based	teaching	mode	
applied	in	primary	school	
and	middle	school	English	
courses.	
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Shandong,	and	
Beijing	
3. 17	teachers	
including	9	primary	
teachers,	3	junior	
middle	school	
teachers,	and	5	
senior	middle	
school	teachers	
Zhao	Yebing	
(2014)	 	
50	undergraduate	
English	majors	from	
Sun	Yat‐sen	
University	
Questionnaire	
The	result	revealed	the	
relation	between	English	
level	and	CALL	strategies.	
Meanwhile,	it	found	out	
that	students	who	are	good	
at	English	could	get	high	
grades	in	CALL	learning	
strategies	test	and	they	
spend	more	time	in	web‐
based	English	learning.	
Feng	Yong	&	
Wang	Xin	
(2014)	
	
Non‐English	majors	
from	Inner	
Mongolia	University	
of	Technology	
Questionnaire	
The	author	found	out	some	
problems	in	college	English	
teaching	and	learning	
under	CALL,	such	as	due	to	
lack	of	computers,	or	
limitation	of	the	internet,	
students	couldn’t	learn	
English	autonomously.	
Liu	Liyi	
(2013)	 1	term	
130	sophomores	
and	10	college	
teachers	
Questionnaire	
The	result	discovered	that	
students’	attitude	toward	
CALL	is	complicated	and	
they	expect	more	
interesting	and	useful	
material	under	CALL	
language	learning.	
Yang	
Xianjian	
(2013)	
	 English	majors	and	non‐English	majors	 Questionnaire	
1	The	results	revealed	that	
students’	attitude	toward	
CALL	applied	in	English	
reading	are	positive.	
2	It	also	revealed	that	the	
frequency	of	using	
computers	by	teachers	has	
little	influence	on	students’	
attitude	toward	CALL.	
Li	MengDuan	
(2013)	 	
College	English	
teachers	from	one	
of	the	universities	
in	Hainan	
Questionnaire	
The	author	found	out	some	
problems	in	this	survey	and	
proposed	some	
suggestions.	The	survey	
revealed	that	teachers	are	
not	familiar	with	CALL,	
such	as	some	of	them	do	
not	know	what	CALL	is.	The	
author	suggested	teachers	
should	change	their	
attitude	toward	CALL.	
Jiao	yanwei	
(2013)	 	
4	postgraduate	
English‐majors	 Test	
The	experiment	told	us	that	
the	four	students	are	not	
majoring	in	linguistics,	but	
they	could	spend	about	1	
hour	searching	information	
on	linguistics	through	
Wikipedia.	It	revealed	that	
Wikipedia	is	important	and	
practical	in	English	
learning.	
Qu	Keting	
(2012)	 	 200	sophomores	 Questionnaire	
The	result	told	us	that	it	
can	reduce	students’	
anxiety	through	CALL,	
because	they	could	raise	
students’	interest	and	
motivation	in	learning	
English.	
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Dong	Shiwen	
(2012)	 	
83	English	majors	
and	173	non‐
English	majors	
Questionnaire	
It	revealed	that	CALL	is	
beneficial	for	interpreter	
training,	because	it	can	help	
improve	interpreters’	note‐
taking	skills;	however,	
some	limitations	have	been	
pointed	out,	such	as	the	
lack	of	supervision	etc.	
Chen	Feng	
(2011)	 	
120	students	
and	30	teachers	 Questionnaire	
Both	teachers	and	students	
hold	positive	attitude	
toward	CALL,	though	they	
propose	limitations	of	
CALL,	such	as	lack	of	high‐
quality	courseware.	
Huang	
Haiquan	
(2010)	
	 20	English	teachers	and	200	freshmen	 Questionnaire	
The	author	explored	
problems	in	CALL,	such	as	
some	students	are	addicted	
in	computer	games	during	
study	in	language	center	
and	proposed	some	
suggestions.	
Liu	
Fengxiang	
(2010)	
	 125	freshmen	of	non‐English	majors	
Questionnaire	
Interview	
It	concluded	that	CALL	can	
inspire	students’	learning	
motivation	and	autonomy	
in	English	learning.	
Shi	Huiping	
&	Gao	yali	
(2010)	
	
45	college	English	
teachers	from	
Jiangnan	University	
Questionnaire	
Interview	
The	author	found	that	
teachers	hold	positive	
attitude	toward	CALL	and	
the	subjects	integrate	CALL	
with	English	teaching	
frequently.	
Liu	Yang	
(2010)	 1	week	
Two	classes	and	60	
postgraduates	from	
Xi’an	Jiaotong	
University	
	
Class	
observation	
Questionnaire	
The	result	showed	that	
Teachers	play	a	key	role	in	
CALL	and	they	should	
improve	teaching	quality	by	
adopting	various	teaching	
methods.	
Yang	Qi	
(2010)	 	
500	sophomores	
from	Heze	
University	in	
Shandong	Province	
Questionnaire	
Interview	
This	paper	discussed	
autonomous	learning	
ability	in	English	based	on	
college	students	from	
Shandong	Province	and	
found	out	that	most	of	the	
students	lack	study	plan,	
the	application	of	study	
strategies,	and	self‐
assessment.	Besides,	the	
author	also	talked	about	
the	necessity	of	
autonomous	learning	under	
CALL,	and	pointed	out	
some	issues	which	should	
be	taken	seriously.	
Based	on	Table	3,	we	can	understand	that	most	of	the	empirical	studies	are	finished	
in	a	short	time,	among	which	only	one	study	lasts	3	years.	In	addition	to	this,	there	are	18	
papers	adopting	questionnaire	to	do	the	research,	which	occupies	90%	of	the	empirical	
study.	Other	research	methods	are	necessary	for	further	studies.	Taking	the	subjects	into	
account,	it	seems	that	the	research	level	is	mainly	focused	on	colleges	including	English	
majors,	non‐English	majors,	and	postgraduates.	Only	one	paper	is	about	primary	school,	
junior	middle	school	and	senior	middle	school,	which	shows	that	large‐scale	studies	about	
CALL	have	not	started	in	primary	school,	junior	middle	school	and	senior	middle	school.	
Moreover,	we	can	see	from	the	conclusions	that	although	theoretical	studies	account	for	
a	large	proportion	of	the	117	papers,	empirical	studies	are	gradually	increasing	recently.		
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Apparently,	it	can	be	concluded	on	the	basis	of	the	research	findings	that	CALL	is	
beneficial	for	language	teaching	and	learning	and	also	some	problems	under	CALL	have	
been	 found	 out	 by	 researches.	 Some	 researchers	 have	 made	 conclusions	 about	
advantages	 under	 CALL,	 such	 as	 students’	 vocabulary	 level,	 pronunciation	 level,	 and	
autonomous	learning	have	been	improved;	teachers’	and	students’	attitude	toward	CALL	
is	positive,	which	could	help	raise	students’	interest	and	motivation	in	language	learning.	
Meanwhile,	 it	 can	 reduce	 students’	 anxiety.	 Also,	 CALL	 is	 beneficial	 for	 interpreter	
training.	As	for	the	problems	of	CALL,	it	can	be	roughly	divided	into	three	types:	
	
·Facility:	Due	to	lack	of	computers	or	limitation	of	the	internet,	students				could	not	learn	
English	autonomously.	
·Teachers:	Teachers	are	not	familiar	with	CALL	and	some	of	them	do	not	know	what	
CALL	is.	
·Students:	 Some	 students	 are	 addicted	 in	 computer	 games	 during	 study	 in	 language	
center.	
	
Besides,	 some	 researchers	 also	 pointed	 out	 that	 CALL	 is	 beneficial	 for	 language	
learning,	but	there	existed	some	problems	by	CALL	for	lack	of	supervision	for	interpreter	
training	and	high‐quality	courseware.		
	
      Table	4.	Theoretical	study	&	empirical	study	based	on	papers	from	2010	to	2016	
	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2015	 2016	
Total	
numb
er	
Perce
ntage	
Theo
retica
l	
Study	
25	 22	 17	 15	 9	 9	 0	 97	 82.9%	
Empi
rical	
Study	
5	 1	 2	 4	 2	 4	 2	 20	 17.1%	
    
																																					Figure	2.		The	development	trend	of	theoretical	study	
 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Figure	3.		The	development	trend	of	empirical	study	
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Clearly,	we	can	see	from	Table	4	that	theoretical	study	accounts	for	82.9%	of	the	
117	papers,	which	is	much	more	than	empirical	study	in	recent	years;	however,	empirical	
study	only	makes	up	17.1%	of	the	117	papers.	Figure	2	presents	the	development	trend	
of	theoretical	study	and	Figure	3	presents	the	development	trend	of	empirical	study.	From	
Figure	2	and	Figure	3,	we	know	that	theoretical	study	about	CALL	declines	from	2010	to	
2016.	In	contrast,	empirical	study	is	gradually	increasing	with	the	development	of	CALL	
in	China.	
	
	
5	Conclusion	
	
It	can	be	concluded	that	research	contents	are	mainly	focused	on	college	English,	
autonomous	 learning,	 and	 MALL	 (Mobile	 Assisted	 Language	 Learning)	 etc.	 Also,	 the	
research	level	is	still	concentrated	on	college	students	and	teachers.	Furthermore,	English	
is	popular	under	CALL	by	researchers	in	China.	Chinese	and	even	German	are	gradually	
emphasized	in	recent	years.		
	
Additionally,	Table	3	tells	us	that	most	of	the	empirical	study	has	been	done	within	
a	short	period	and	90%	of	the	empirical	studies	adopt	questionnaire	to	do	the	research.	
Besides,	most	of	the	empirical	studies	are	focused	on	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	
CALL	 in	 China.	 From	 the	 perspective	 of	 research	 methodology,	 we	 can	 also	 see	 that	
theoretical	study	is	 far	more	than	empirical	study	on	the	basis	of	Table	4.	However,	 in	
Figure	2	and	Figure	3,	we	know	that	theoretical	study	declines	gradually	in	recent	years.	
In	contrast,	the	number	of	empirical	study	increases	in	recent	years.		
	
Some	 problems	 have	 been	 found	 out	 during	 analysis.	 Firstly,	 there	 are	 some	
problems	during	classification	of	the	key	words,	because	most	of	the	papers	are	finished	
in	Chinese	and	some	papers	do	not	contain	English	abstracts	or	key	words.	Also,	some	
papers	do	not	contain	abstracts	or	even	key	words.		
	
Secondly,	studies	on	CALL	are	mainly	focused	on	English.	With	the	development	of	
teaching	Chinese	as	a	 foreign	 language,	Putonghua	Shuiping	Ceshi	(mandarin	 test)	has	
been	widely	spread,	among	which	studies	on	pronunciation	detection	of	mandarin	has	
been	improved	under	CALL;	however,	other	languages	have	not	been	studied	extensively	
and	only	a	few	papers	made	introductions	about	German	and	Spanish	under	CALL.		
	
Thirdly,	 research	 level	 are	mainly	 concentrated	 on	 college	 teachers	 or	 students,	
including	English	majors	and	non‐English	majors.	While,	studies	on	postgraduates	have	
been	increased	in	recent	years.	In	contrast,	studies	on	primary	school	and	junior	middle	
school	and	senior	middle	school	have	not	been	analyzed	deeply.	
	
Considering	 the	 above	 problems,	 some	 suggestions	 have	 been	 made.	 From	 the	
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perspective	 of	 contents,	 studies	 should	 not	 only	 focus	 on	 theory,	 characteristics,	 or	
problems	 about	 CALL	 in	 China	 and	 further	 systematic	 studies	 are	 necessary	 for	 the	
development	of	CALL	 in	China.	As	 for	 the	 research	method,	 empirical	 study	should	be	
emphasized	 for	 the	 future	 study.	 It	 should	 be	 noticed	 that	 this	 paper	 has	 limitations.	
Firstly,	this	paper	explored	the	development	trend	of	CALL	in	China	based	on	CNKI.	For	
the	future	study,	other	databases,	such	as	databases	in	Japan,	are	necessary.	Secondly,	the	
study	period	should	not	be	limited	within	2016.	The	author	should	continue	investigating	
the	development	trend	of	CALL	in	the	future.			
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